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Garden of Zuisenji Temple

The garden of Zuisenji Temple was laid out by Muso-Kokushi,
Founder of the temple, in a valley ealled Momijipuyutsu in 1327,
The valley, which glves us o view of Mt Foji facin the west, is
surrounded by the mountains in the ether divections. Those
mountaing serve as natural hedpes of the garden, and are also
ueed for its background. The parden alse has some preal
sculptures engraved in the huge rocks bebind the tenple

lo itz dcal anud ical Teatures. These

devices make the garden midive o Karmakura.

A huge eave, called Tennyodo, B excavated at the rock in the
natthern comer of the garden. 1 is the hall nsed for meditation
in appreciating the moon reflected on the surfce of e pond
named Choseichi. The pond is dug in the rock before
Tennyode with its center remaining as an islet. s stream
pours ol from a natural reservoir on the costern peal,
running down aleng the rock infe the basin of the walerfall,
and fowing oul 1o the pond,

Two bridges are buill across the western side of the pond.
The path owver the bridges naturally wums o0 he rooe
connecting the mountaing behind the pond, The peak of
Kinpeizan presents us @ panoramic view as another garden.
The mountain eange in Kamakura siretches in & wavelike line
lrem Tsurugacka, the mouniaing in Hakone rise far off, and
Sagami Bay spreads like a big pond al the wide skirts of Mt
Fuji in a sacred silhovette, Muszo-Kokushi buill o proty
teghouse overlooking this grand panden at thiz peak and
narned it Ichirantet,

The garden of Zuisenjl Temvple thus Agures out the design of
uslng natural rocks as essentials of o garden. This garden,
which might better be calied “Rock Garden,” is the only
remaining one of the gardens in Kamakura that were
comstructed in the Kamekura Ers,

Muzo-Kokoshi explaing that hiz kwe for landscape leads o
cultivation of his mind. Standing s6ll in the whole precincts
of Zuisenji Temple and taking a view of its garden thus
elaboralely  wroughl, we are listening involuntarily  and
uncensciously (o the discourses by Muso-Kokushi over time
and space,
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